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The City of Joinville
Joinville, a city traditionally colonized by Germany, is located on the northeast of 

Santa Catarina State in Brazil and has one of the highest human development 

index (0.809) among the municipalities, occupying the 21st national position and 

the fourth on the State.

Several highways and railway lines cross the city, which also contributed to 

making the city the 3rd largest industrial center in southern Brazil, many of the 

most important economic groups in various sectors (such as General 

Motors,Whirlpool, Schulz S.A, Franklin Electric (Schneider), Mercedes Benz and

BMW) are installed here.

With the growth and increased industrial development, the ancient "city of 

bicycles" is seen against the increasing number of vehicles on the road leading the 

fleet ranking in the state, today Joinville has more than 330,000 vehicles for a 

population of about 520,000 inhabitants.



Associação Educacional Luterana 

Bom Jesus / IELUSC

The history of Associação Educacional Luterana BOM JESUS/IELUSC

started in 1866, with the criation of the Germany School (Deutsche Schule).

However, the foundation of the school in the current shape and location

became the property of the Evangelical Community of Joinville in 1968.

Our mission is to “Educate people towards social and human development,

with the use of several languages in a welcoming environment”.

At present, the Institution offers Basic

Education, Professionalizing Teaching at the

High School Level and College Teaching.

The Institution is also an IB World School

since 2013 and provides to High School

students The IB Program of international

education.



The Project and The Group

When the school was invited to participate in the Your Ideas, Your

Initiatives international contest in 2015 the students were very excited

and the idea of develop the project came from the students’

observation on pedestrian and drivers behaviors taken every day on

our city streets.



The Project – Step 1

First the students needed to decide on

which main topic they would like to

work on the project, so for that, it was

provided brainstorm moments during

the first classes talking about the

Renault contest .

Divided in pairs the students were

encouraged to release to the rest of the

group some ideas for the realization of

the project, moment called “information

sharing”.

The students were also exposed by

their teacher to different kinds of

awareness actions already made and

released to public in general.



The Project – Step 2
The next step was based on collecting material to define what can be most

considered a risk behavior in our community.

For that the students registered anonymously some real situations in the city

of Joinville, taking photos or shooting amateur videos on our city streets.

Using this material it was possible to first identify the main factors of

influence on risk behaviors: the use of seatbelts, mobile phones, pedestrian

crosswalk, child car seats and respect for traffic signs.

Video of a Taxi driver talking on the cell 

phone while transporting the students

On the video is clear to see that one of the students tries

to indicate the street that the driver is suppose to turn and

he misses the entrance because he did not pay attention

to the passenger instruction.



Busted!

Car stopped on the crosswalk located in 

front of our school

A

B

People passing with red pedestrian traffic sign on (A) and as 

doing so, crossing really close to moving vehicles (B).

Person crossing the street meters away from the 

crosswalk.

Crossing with green sign… But it was green for vehicles.



Parents should give good examples… That’s not what 

is happening in this registered situation.

Both pedestrian and vehicle in an act of wrong behavior.

Man crossing the street 

diagonally without using either 

of the two crosswalks available



The Project Logo
Once the five points of the project were

chosen, it was time to define the project

name, slogan and logo. Now divided in

groups, the students brought different ideas

and creations using their own drawings. The

winning option “On which side do you want

to be?” was based on the idea that a risk

behavior is a choice and it is up to you to

make either a good or a bad one.



Preparing the Project Presentation

To create the awareness presentation

began the next stage of the project. The

students started to research on the five

risk factors chosen by the group.

Using three meetings the students 

presented and shared information 

once again divided in groups.

The content of the small presentations were based 

on statistical data (based on articles, public 

questionnaires and national database statistics), law 

regulations assigned to the factors in question, 

traffic accidents reported in local, national and 

international news.



Presentation

Sharing knowledge
The group decided that, as important as the matter is, it would be necessary on

that moment for the whole school to stop and talk about road safety. And so it

was, the group of 15 students divided themselves to enter the 7 different classes

of school and presented all information at the same time.



The result
As a result while putting the project into practice, the students felt the need to 

take the information beyond the school walls. Together they decided to make a 

common awareness action on the streets around the school, the same streets 

that served as the basis and inspiration to start the project from the beginning.



Presentation Feedback (I)
“All students were watching and interacting, it was the first presentation in my life

that I felt really happy on presenting it.” (Ana Luisa Rocha)

“It was a really nice experience (...) I would do it again!” (Andreas Schulz)

“(...) I was surprised that everyone we approached were very supportive and open 

minded” (Nicolas Tilp)

“Working with this project was really rewarding and I felt like people were really

connected to the message we were transmitting! Loved it!” (Luíza Dal Piva)

“It was a different experience, because I had never presented something to so many 

people and also I had never given pamphlets to anyone. (…) I really enjoyed it.” 

(Juliana Picca)

“The project was a way to make me more aware of our society problems. It was

challenging to pass this message to other people. I was nervous when presenting, I

had to keep reminding myself that maybe what we were doing might save lives in

the future. Death is imminent, but we should try our utmost to prevent its cause to

be something so superfluous as looking at the cellphone. Sure this was an

experience to remember.” (Lara Esteves)



Presentation Feedback (II)

“People were shocked in the first place, because they saw themselves doing some 

of the risk behavoirs, but then they always wanted to know more, so they were 

asking questions and making statements about their experiences, that is why I think 

it was so good.” (Heloisa Büsemayer)

"It was an amazing experience presenting our work to others. I thought they would 

be bored or would not pay attention, but I was wrong. Of couse I was nervous, but 

everything went right and everybody paid attention and even asked questions“. 

(Milena vom Scheidt)

“In order to end the Renault challenge, we presented the project for the other

classes. I normally don't speak in front of so many people and I think it was an

interesting experience. It might be of great help for us in the future when we have

to speak in front of a large public. The major part of the students really payed

attention to our presentation and it made me happy because the objective was to

inform them. Our class worked well and we helped each other. The action outside

the school was really interesting too because we found ourselves in a situation that

we are not used to.” (Luana Zattar)



“With information is possible to have two different reactions: 

you can pass on the information or act like this has nothing to 

do with you. So, on which side do you want to be?”

Students: Ana Luisa Rocha, Andreas Schulz, Eric Garcia, Gabriel Goularte, Heloisa 

Büsemayer, Isabela Boehm, Juliana Picca, Lara Esteves, Luana Zattar, Luiza Dal Piva, 

Maria Eduarda Guisso, Milena vom Scheidt, Nicolas Tilp, Paola Hintz, Valentina Bogo.

Teacher: Ana Luiza Milhazes de Almeida Freitas

(The Project Students)


